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Christ and the courage to be
pure of heart

Studing what Me Lord teacles v about sexnality

Introduction

Jesus taught pure love as the kind of love that makes the world
better and fuller. Relationships of pure love take courage.
Courageous love is not the kind of selfish love which can break
dreams and fracture hearts. Christ calls us to live out the
consequences of our sexuality through a life-style of chastity.

These are the things we will talk about in this fourth
lesson:

/~ ure JO|/Emakes the world a better place.
Courage is needed in /7 E’/ﬁ[ /O/’? AY h/IO ) § of pure love.

Selfish, non-courageous love can lead to that lust which destroys

arearns.
A life of chastity is the proper CO/]S EQUE/?C & of our

sexuality.

Pure love V@ PSUS selfish love

Sometimes food is labelled “pure.” We know that this food can be
eaten and enjoyed in safety.

Food is pure when it is not mixed with things that should never
be in it. It is pure when there are no impurities like dirt or dead

insects in it. PUf € is better than impure.

Sometimes we see “pure gold.” Such gold is very precious and
worth very much.

But sometimes what looks like gold is some cheap metal, just
covered with a very thin layer of gold, or even only painted gold.
Sometimes gold is mixed with cheaper metals, and then is not
worth very much. Pure is better than impure.

Sometimes love is pure. Love that is pure is just love; it is not
love trickily mixed with baser things. It is the kind of love that
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Jesus taught, the kind of love that makes the world happy, and
heals things everywhere. Pure is better than impure.

Pure love is the love that shines in happy and good

ﬂ /.63/767'5/’7//-0 €. It is the love that gives joy to life.

“Love is patient and is kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is
not arrogant or rude. . .. Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends” (1
Corinthians 13:4-8).

There are many different kinds of impure love.

Sometimes impanre bove <3 Love mieed Wit diskopesty.
People often say they love others and pretend to care about

them. But they are dishonest, and simply do not love in truth. Have
you ever found people who only pretend to be caring and good?

Sometimes cbeap. Love iy mived with selfisbpess.

Imagine someone who wants to befriend another person, but not
because he really likes him. He knows the other person has lots of
money, and his family has many things he wishes he had. So he

tells himself: I must cultivate this friendship, so I can get everything -
I can for myself out of this fellow.

Is this pure love? Is this boy a real friend? Have you ever seen
“friends” who were like that?

Sometiones Love <3 smived with bust) with sonpiriy.

Think of a boy who rather likes a girl, and finds it fun to be with
her. But, because he has listened to what some other people say, or
has seen impure tactics in movies or TV shows, he decides not to
love her with a pure love, with a /O /& that counts her as

important, and wants her life to be happy and full of good things.
Rather he decides to use her to get gratification for himself.

He decides that he wants to touch or kiss her in really impure
ways, or do other impure things with her. Perhaps she does not
want to, because she knows that playing at sexual love in this way is
bad in many ways.

She knows this is a dangerous situation. One thing quickly leads
to another. It twists the heart from the kinds of happiness young
people need to share, and presses toward the kinds of acts that
cause great trouble. Quickly it leads to bitter and broken
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friendships. Sometimes it leads more quickly than anyone imagined
to the kinds of acts that cause pregnancy, and sometimes cause
terrible diseases. But even worse than this, it leads at once to
distorting what love really is, and mixes something lustful and
wrong into what should be pure love. And so it is very sinful, and
does disastrous things to our hearts and souls.

But the boy tells himself: I can get around her. If I play my cards
right, I can pressure her, and make her do the things she says she
does not want to do.

Is this a pure kind of love? Is it (FECE/ and

right?
HW and jop/ sexvil actunty goes o/h@ /4 MW
¢ ¢
Faith does not teach that sexuality is bad. Certainly A4
not! It is God who created sexuality. And He made it
something good and precious and joyful. But God calls A
us to respect His gift and use it rightly.
Sexuality is something dear and important, and made %5—
for important and //7[ E///Q@/’?[ purposes. Itis not a
game or an object to be toyed with. &%
God made sexual activity to go only with marriage. It s
must have the generous promises of marriage, made WMM/&& .
realistically by those able to keep the promises they
make.

People who get married are planning something
precious, something that takes courage and generosity.
Sexuality was made to seal a love promised to last all the way to
death. People promise then that they will give themselves to each

other, and be fﬁ/f /7/: U/ to each other, no matter what. “For
better or for worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health,
with these vows,” the married couple says to each other, “until
death do we part.” I will never forsake you, never leave you. No
matter what might go wrong, I will belong to you until I die.

And they are planning also to serve life. They know that God
made sexual activity also for having children. And they marry to

honor God’s plan and have children. They want /’7/70’/’ &/

whom they will love with all their hearts, and care for in all the long
years of life.
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