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Learning how large love is

Studving what the Lord Teacles v abont rennality

Introduction

Jesus Christ teaches generous and honest love. Generous love is
the highest form of love, whether between spouses, in families, or
among friends. To love others is to wish the best for them in all
things. Real love is precious and guards life in all of its form. Real
love would never practice abortion or euthanasia. True, thoughtful,
and caring love is honest and chaste.

These are the things we will talk about in this fourth
lesson:

Jesus shared with us the great Ommal’]dme/’?f to love
God and neighbor.

G€/7@f OL/S love of other persons is the most basic kind of
love.

We are called to a love which guards life and [/{// /’7
Real love guards //f@ in all forms and at all stages.
True and generous love is lived with a ( /’7ﬁ_§[ € heart.
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Christ is the best teacher of love

Nothing is greater than generous and honest love, the kind of
love that Christ taught us. 4

No one can have a happy life unless he or she has learned how to
live in generous love. Christ taught us to love this way because
without love like this the world simply does not work well.

Unless we have found God, and learned to love Him, unless we
have come to love one another on this earth, life becomes thin and
hollow.

That is why Jesus said that the greatest
COIMNNIENTITIEN of all the commandments is:

¥ that we should love God with all our hearts and minds and
strength;

¥ and that we should love one another as He has loved us.

Grade 6, Class 4 1 The Catholic Vision of Love



In fact, Jesus said, everything we have to do to be happy, and to
be good people, and to win heaven, is summarized in those two
commandments. There is nothing we have to do but love rightly
with honest hearts! (See Matthew 22:40.)

That is why St. Augustine once said: “Love, and do whatever you
will.” For if we love truthfully and well, we will want to do what is
right. We will want to do what pleases God. We will be glad in

leading gOOd /IVES.

We will not understand how true and good our Catholic faith is if
we do not understand this: how important love is! For what Christ
teaches us above all is that we are to love generously. And the Lord
does not just tell us to love. He gives us the power and the desire to
love with the generosity that makes life joyful.

Discussion: Thoughts about Iove

p Does Jesus say we should love good people, or even those who
¢ have done wicked things? Why?

Recall the story of “Beauty and the Beast.” It reminds us that
people often have to be loved before they become worthy of
@ being loved. Do you think this is true?

Should we love people because they are so good, or because
e God, who is so good, calls us to love them all?

Generous love leads to 'FU"Fi I Iment and

happiness
The most basic kind of love is the generous love of persons.

First is the great joy of loving God as our Friend, with the
gladness with which saints like Francis of Assisi loved God and saw
His goodness everywhere.

Then there is the happiness of loving other people.

Homes are made happy by love. Children are made happy by
being loved by their parents and the good things they do out of
love. And parents are made happy by the love of their children, who

give them greater /’7(7/[)/(7//’76’55 than anything else could.

Christ said: “This is my commandment — that you love one
another.” And really this is the one important thing: that we all
honestly love one another.

Even to do good things for other people would not help much if
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we did not first love them. We ought to give food to the hungry and
care for the sick. But we ought not do this as if they were not worth
much and we were the better for helping them. We do not do these
things to make ourselves feel better. We ought to do good things
because we really love others and they are really dear to us. This is
the kind of life Christ taught.

Generous love is not only great; it is the hE}/OIO/E’S [ /O Ve

there is.

When others love us with generous love, our hearts
are happier. When we love others with generous love,
our hearts get greater. When we love generously and
are loved generously, the whole world gets better.

It should fill us with wonder and joy that so many t 4 6 e
people love us with generous love. :

Only love has enabled us to survive! When we were ;
very small, and could do nothing to help ourselves, oy
there were people to love us. They fed us, and kept us ;
warm, and got up nights when we were hungry or sick, W
and took good care of us. Even when they were tired,
and things went wrong, they watched over us. They
counted us as dear to themselves and did every kind of Wﬂw we

9000' fh/ﬁg for us. Kﬂv/&

We have been loved by God and by many others. And
so we too owe love to those who need love. 6 P {

F I“iendShiP: a generous kind of love

Life is happiest when we have friends.

“You are my friends,” Jesus said to his disciples, and He says that
to us too. Do you know Christ well enough to say, “He is my
friend”?

True friends are true to each other. If I am your friend, it means
that I like you. And, more than that, it means that I find you very
dear. If anything bad happens to you, I feel as bad as if it happened

to me. If anything gOOd happens to you, I feel as glad as if it
happened to me.

If we are friends, we do not like each other simply to get “what’s
in it for me.” You are the reason why I like you.

Friendship is generous. If we are friends, of course you can use
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¥ my games. And I know you will give me things you have that I
need. Friends make life larger, happier, and better.

Friends want each other to have what is truly good and to have
lives that are both happy and pleasing to God. Friends never do any

harmful thing to each other deliberately. Ff /E’/’]C]’S do not

persuade friends to do evil and stupid things, but to live in ways
that make life really glad.

Reflection: Gospel images

¥ What kind of love does Christ urge us to have in the Sermon on
the Mount? (Matthew 5-7)

| ¥ What kind of love does he call us to in the parable of the Good
Samaritan? (Luke 10:30£f)

¥ ¥ What kind of love does Christ have for us when he says: “You are
my friends?” (John 15:14ff)

[ ]
Generous love guards I |‘Fe

Loving persons generously is more than just liking them. When we
love someone, we want that person to have every kind of really good
thing. We want him or her to be healthy, happy, and good. We want him
or her to be a great person, the kind of person that everyone loves.

For God made all our hearts hungry for what is really good, and
hungry to know the truth. God made us to love precious things like

life and friendship. For when we /(O|/@ other people, we want

| them to be really happy and to have what is really good. So love for
| | friends helps us to love what is really good.

The world is full of precious things that we should care about.

“Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things” (Philippians 4:8).

It is good to have hearts that love and hunger for good things. All
our life we should pursue good things well, never hurting others, so
that we can find precious things for ourselves.

Abortion and euthanasia destroy li'Fe

i Reallove, loving each person as God wants us to, is precious. But
* dishonest love, phony love, is not precious.
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