ST. BENEDICT THE ABBOT

Fithor S o Fonwrn

f you come to the Vigil Mass this weekend, you

will hear a different set of readings than the

people who come to worship on Sunday. That’s
because we bring our RCIA group for what is known
as the First Scrutiny at this celebration. The Church
always uses the readings from Year A when people
are being prepared to enter the Church at Easter
because these readings are baptismal in nature and
foundational to entering the Church.

Our regular Year B cycle contains two familiar
scriptures, the giving of the commandments from
the Book of Exodus, and Jesus’ response to the
moneychangers in the Temple from John’s gospel.
Coupled with the short passage from Paul’s first
epistle to the Christians at Corinth, these readings
are about signs.

It was the fidelity of Israel to the covenant that was
established between them and God that was a sign to
other nations. A way to live out that covenant was to
keep the commandments. God’s message in that
Exodus text says that God is jealous. What exactly
does that mean? How can God be jealous? Isn't
jealousy something negative?

The context of the readings indicates that God is
zealous for the people, that is, possessive of them
like a parent for her children. On behalf of His
people, God has done marvelous deeds, such as
bringing them through the Red Sea. It is this zeal for
the chosen people that makes God continue to offer
them renewal in the covenant relationship, even
when they fail to uphold their part.

How have we upheld the covenant relationship God
made with us? In our baptism, we were claimed as
God’s own people, daughters and sons who were
born again of water and the Spirit. The ultimate sign
of this relationship is the cross. Jesus embraced the
cross for us, for our salvation. He is the Temple not
made by human hands that is raised up after three
days. The cross becomes a stumbling block for some
and absurdity to others. Can we see its true
meaning?

The Church continues today as the sign of our
relationship with God. We come to the church—the
building, this sacred space—because we are the
Church—the Body of Christ. What sign do we give in
our homes, our places of work, our neighborhoods,
that we follow a Lord whose power lies in humility
and sacrifice?

ap
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A Word About Holy Week...next weekend we will
include the schedule for Holy Week with details about
the services of this special week in our spiritual life. A
heads up to everyone about the liturgy on April 5,
Palm Sunday. The 12:30pm Mass that day will begin
with a procession that forms in O’Brien Hall. The
instruction for the liturgy indicates that at one Mass
people gather outside the church and conduct the
introductory rites there before walking in procession
to the church for the reading of the Passion and the
Liturgy of the Eucharist. This action calls to mind the
entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem before his death. All
who are able will be asked to gather in the hall and
participate in this procession. Also, note that on
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday there will be
no 6:00pm Mass.

Mass Intentions: Mar. 15—Mar. 22
Sunday, March 15—Third Sunday of Lent

7:30a For the People of the Parish

10:00a Fred Smith (The Watson Family)

12:30p Michael DiTurno (Richard & Monica Mahla)
6:00p Ron Opferman (Opferman Family)

Monday, March 16—L enten Weekday
8:30a Lisa (LoBasso) Whorral (Jackovic Family)

Tuesday, March 17—L enten Weekday
6:30a Albina Owen (Dominowski Family)
8:30a Walter R. Peters (Bak Family)

Wednesday, March 18—L enten Weekday
6:30a Joseph Knoll (Joan Becker)
8:30a Isabelle Venerre (Metz & Semencar Families)
7:00p Brent Stiffler (Karen & Frank Yocca)

Thursday, March 19—Joseph, spouse of Mary
6:30a Edythe Massack (Joseph Massack)
8:30a Denise Blehar (M/M William Blehar)

Friday, March 20—Lenten Weekday
8:30a Ed McCloskey (Karnash Family)

Saturday, March 21—l enten Weekday
8:30a Bill Autry (Family)
5:00p Mary E. Michalik
(Jeff & Mary Jeanne Nobers & Family)

Sunday, March 22—Fourth Sunday of Lent

7:30a Frank Wojtkowski (Racko Family)
10:00a For the People of the Parish
12:30p Dilla, Shoats & Zakseske Families
(Gene & Margot Pitowski)
6:00p Arthur Beck (Nephew Jim & Niece Barbara)

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week in memory
of Trina Lopez, requested by Greg & Patty Adams,
and the Bread & Wine is in memory of the Busch
Family, requested by Claire Meredith.

The Second Collection next Sunday will benefit the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development &
Home Missions Appeal.
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Pastoral Staff

Lay Ecclesial Ministers

Michael Benya, Business & Facilities Manager—Ext. 201
Gregory Fincham, Director of Music & Liturgy—Ext. 304
Dennis Gehrlein, Pastoral Associate—Ext. 206

Janet Roberto, Youth Ministry Director—Ext. 234
Colette Speca, Director of Religious Education—Ext. 205

Parish Staff
Mary Ann Bitters, Parish Secretary—Ext. 200
Rachelle Buynak, Religious Ed. Secretary—Ext. 208
Justin Cumer, Maintenance—Ext. 200
Shirley Jacobs, Administrative Assistant—Ext. 202
Beverly Jurcic, Director

St. Benedict’s Preschool—724-731-0222
Cathy Malencia, Formation Coordinator—Ext. 209
Elaine Motyl, Youth Ministry Assistant—EXxt. 234
Dave Murtaugh, Maintenance—Ext. 200
Kathy Pfeifer, Communications—Ext. 200
John Risher, Weekend Maintenance—Ext. 200
Kevin Wolford, Maintenance Supervisor—Ext. 200

* Religious Education/Youth Ministry—724-941-9587

MARCH 15, 2009

Serving the Parish Next Weekend:
Mar. 21—Mar. 22

Sat. 5:00pm— Fr. Ruffalo

Lectors: Pustay, Ellsworth Greeters: McCloskey, Grego

EMHC: Klinar, Vandewater, Sarra, Femiani, Speca, D & T

Martin, LaCamera, Baumgartner Servers: Nobers, Hillen,
LaRosa, P & M Ellsworth

7:30am— Fr. Ruffalo, Deacon Layton

Lector: Jung Greeters: Kalaski, Kolling, K & R Savoldi
EMHC: Vines, Berger, Petricca, Fagioletti, R & E McMillan,
Joseph Servers: Kelly, Traficante, Wiegman

10:00am— Fr. Esposito

Lectors: Trapanotto, Fitzgerald Greeters: Oberschelp,
Verlato EMHC: Torres, A & L Kelly, Faina, Bayer, Orient,
Glover, Walnoha, Weaver Servers: Watson, S Weaver, D, C & L
Schratz

12:30pm— Fr. Esposito

Lector: Luttner Greeters: Fink, Irwin EMHC: Ruggieri, P
Newmaster, Huffner, Smith, Oldaker, S Locke, McGinnis
Servers: Rhoads, F & M Meola

6:00pm— Fr. Esposito
Lector: Broglie, A Schratz EMHC: G & T Mauro, Munsick,
Slomiany Servers: Graves, Maher

Readings for the Week of March 15

Sunday: Ex 20:1-17/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Lk 4:24-30

Tuesday: Dn 3:25,34-43/Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1,5-9/Mt 5:17-19

Thursday: Rom 4:13,16-18,22/Mt 1:16,18-21,24a
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14

Next Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16,19-23/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21

Lenten Confession Times

One of the best practices we can observe during Lent
is to celebrate the sacrament of Penance, to go to
confession. Our regular Wednesday 6:30—7:00pm
confessions will not be heard on April 1 because of
the Parish Mission or on April 8 because of rehearsal
for the Triduum liturgies. Our regular Saturday
11:00—11:30am confessions will be held every week
in Lent. In addition, Bishop David Zubik will be here
this Tuesday, March 17, at 7:00pm for our
annual Lenten Penance Service. Multiple confessors,
as well as our bishop will be available to hear your
confession before Easter. We are also hearing
confessions on Tuesday of Holy Week, April 7, from
3:00—4:00 in the afternoon. Go to confession early
and avoid the rush.

Rest In Peace

Please remember in your prayers Jeanne
Buttgereit, mother of our parishioner Dale
Buttgereit, who died recently. May her soul, and the
souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.

Holy Week Ministry Sign-Up

Please return this completed form
before March 25
to offer your services for the listed liturgies;
ushers are scheduled directly with Don Ligman.

Palm Sunday: 5:00pm 7:30 10:00 12:30
Greeter EMHC Altar Server

Lector

There is no 6:00pm Mass on Palm Sunday
Holy Thursday, 7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Lector Greeter EMHC Altar Server

Good Friday, 1:30pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

Lector Greeter EMHC Altar Server

Holy Saturday, 8:30pm The Great Vigil of Easter

Lector Greeter EMHC Altar Server
Easter Sunday: 7:30 10:00 12:30
Lector Greeter EMHC Altar Server

There is no 6:00pm Mass on Easter Sunday

Name(s)
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Lenten Mission Coming!

March 28/29, Fr. Collins will preach at all weekend
Masses. He’ll meet with our parish lectors following
the 5:00pm Mass and the 12:30pm Mass.

Monday, March 30—Thursday, April 2, Father will
celebrate and preach at the 8:30am Mass, speaking
about our baptism and the Body of Christ.

Monday, March 30, 7:00pm, Spiritual Concert “The
Meaning of Human Love: the faces of family and
friends”.

Tuesday, March 31, 10:30am, “Where do | Fitin?” an
informal gathering with coffee and discussion;
7:00pm, Spiritual Concert, “Loving the World: the
faces of strangers”.

Wednesday, April 1, 7:00pm, Fr. Collins will preach
at the Lenten evening Mass, followed by an informal
gathering for questions about Catholic faith today.

Thursday, April 2, 7:00pm, Closing prayer service
and Spiritual Concert “The Spirituality of Thomas
Merton: loving our own faces”.

Our Offertory for February

Debt Parish

Date Offertory | Reduction Share
Feb. 1 $23,285 $6,055 $45,194.73
Feb. 8 $23,262 $1,373 $4,810
Feb. 15 $18,531 $2,886 $294
Feb. 22 $18,981 $1,347 $197
Monthly
Totals $84,059 $11,661 |$50,495.73
Weekly
Average $22,287.75
Weekly
Budgeted $22,000

We were able to pay off our 2008 PSP assessment to
the Diocese of Pittsburgh through the generous gift
from the estate of Zane and Irene Kosowski. You can
see that gift reflected in the February 1 Parish Share
amount. The new PSP began March 1. Our goal for
2009 is $202, 000. Please try to be as generous as
possible since any money over our goal remains in
our parish to be used as necessary and is untaxed by
the diocese. Watch for 2010 budget information soon.
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Youth Ministry News

Youth Council This Week

All parents of students in grades 5 —12 are asked to
join us this Thursday, March 19, at 7:30pm in Room
208 for our next Youth Council Meeting. We've
started slowly, but now we are ready to put forth a
Mission Statement and plan for the coming months.
We have a format to solicit feedback from our kids, to
partner with Pittsburgh Cares for our service, and to
help our huge program of Religious Education. The
success of our recent pasta dinner showed that
parents are interested and want to help. Here’s your
chance. Come and listen—share your ideas.

Youth Ministry Calendar
Mar. 15—Mar. 22

Mar. 15 7:00pm (PBAC) - Youth Teen Night
Mar. 16, 7:00pm (PBAC) - Theology of the Body
Mar. 17, 3:00-4:00pm (PBAC) - Busted Halo
Mar. 19, 7:30pm (Rm. 208) - Youth Council
Mar. 22, 7:00pm (PBAC) - Youth Teen Night

Hotline for Victims of Sexual Abuse
412-456-3060 or 1-888-808-1235

Sign Up for the Elijah Cup

Parish sign-ups for those wishing to receive the
“Elijah Cup” will be held the weekend of March 21-22.
The “Elijah Cup” is a consecrated chalice that
belonged to Fr. Donatelli and is presented to a family
each Sunday at the conclusion of Mass. The family
uses the cup as a focal point while praying daily that
week for an increase in religious vocations, both a
responsibility and privilege of the laity. Those of you
who have signed up in the past, please do not hesitate
to sign up again this year.

St. Benedict's Gardeners

The daffodil tips are up—can weeds be far behind?
We would like to get together on March 19 at 7:30pm
in Room 213 to reorganize and begin to plan for the
coming season in the garden.

Lenten Fish Fry

Ben’s Men invites you to the fourth Friday Fish Fry
from 4:00pm to 7:30pm. We are serving our delicious
fish dinners (Adult $7.50/Child $5.00), sandwiches
($5.50), Fr. Sam’s famous Italian pizza ($6.00/pie or
$1.00/slice), and Benny’s Clam Chowder ($2.50). Eat
in or take out. Crafts and movies for the kids too!

Once again, we will have our Friday Fish Fry Lunch,
which includes a fried fish sandwich, coleslaw, and
french fries for $6.50. Our lunch will be eat-in or take
-out and is served from 11:00am-1:00pm.
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Question of the Week

What does a priest do all day?

Lesson of the Week
Why does the Church begin Lent with ashes?

Ashes have been a sign of sorrow and mourning from
biblical times. In the early Roman Church, when Lent
was a time for the reconciliation of public penitents,
those to be readmitted to the sacraments would come
to the church at the beginning of Lent—that is, on Ash
Wednesday. They would wear some kind of garment
that was penitential, recalling the sackcloth of the
bible for those in mourning or doing penance. They
would also be sprinkled with ashes. Then, ritually
expelled from the assembly, they would go home to
do their penance for 40 days, returning to the church
on Holy Thursday, when they would be permitted to
receive the sacraments. Over time, this public
penance disappeared, but the ashes remained and
became the call for all baptized Roman Catholics to
do penance during the season of Lent. The Greek
Church never adopted this ritual.

What is it about those ashes that draws so many
people to come to church and be marked as Lent
begins? Coupled with the readings of Ash
Wednesday, the ashes are clearly a sign that those
who receive them will make every effort to keep the
season and undergo the discipline of the season.
Many clergy tire of those who come for what has
become known as “ash and dash,” that frantic
running in for the ashy smudge without the hearing
of the word of God to which it is so closely connected.
It makes no sense to want the mark but not the
responsibility that it demands. Why bother to receive
the ashes but not find the time to listen to the
readings, or, when the ashes are given in the context
of the Mass as is the preferred ritual, stay for the
Eucharist? While only God can judge the interior
disposition, the dash to the minister imposing the
ashes can seem like magic instead of a thoughtful
reflection on the call to turn away from sin and be
faithful to the Gospel.

The season of Lent asks a response from those who
are baptized. That response asked of us is to keep the
season through the traditional means of prayer,
fasting and works of charity. If we aren’t finding extra
time for prayer, or keeping some kind of fast from our
regular routines, or reaching out to others in charity,
we deprive ourselves of the spiritual benefit of this
sacred time. “Everyone is so busy,” is the reason
heard so often, but that becomes an easy excuse for
continuing to rush through life instead of slowing
down and savoring the moment. If we are too busy,
what should we eliminate? Lent is the time to stop.
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Children’s Choir

This year the Children’s Choir will sing at the
10:00am Easter morning Mass. Rehearsals will be on
the following Thursdays from 4:30-5:30pm in the
Choir Room: March 26, April 2 & 9. The Children’s
Choir is open to those in the 2nd grade or older.
Please call Greg Fincham at 724-941-9406 Ext. 304 if
you need more information.

Youth Handbell Choir

The Youth Handbell Choir will be ringing at the
10:00am Easter morning Mass. Rehearsals will be on
the following Saturday mornings from 9:00-10:00am
in the Choir Room: March 21 & 28, and April 4 & 11.
Those interested must be in the 5th grade or older
and be able to read music. There are a limited
number of positions to be filled. Previous members
are given preference, and others are added in the
order in which they contacted the Music Director.
Please call Greg at 724-941-9406 Ext. 304 for more
information or to express interest.

WOSB Host “Sutch Sounds”™

The Women of St. Benedict will host the Celtic band
Sutch Sounds on March 26, at 7:00pm in O’Brien
Hall. Sutch Sounds features Adam Sutch, a senior at
California High School, who joins six of his family
members to create the beautiful Celtic sounds known
to the band. For more information about this family,
visit adamsutch.tripod.com. All parishioners are
invited to a wonderful evening of Irish music and
refreshments.

Building Fund Donations

In Memory of Lillian Cotugno
Adult Neurology Center

In Memory of James Rocco, Sr.
Jonathan Clark Family

All Lectors Read This

As part of our Lenten Mission, Fr. Patrick Collins has
asked to meet with those who serve in the ministry of
reader. The proclamation of the Word of God is such
a vital part of every worship service that the Church
asks those who perform this ministry to continue in
their ongoing formation. Father Collins has two times
he can meet with our lectors. Lectors only need to
attend one of the two sessions. The first is Saturday,
March 28, following the 5:00pm Mass, and the
second is Sunday, March 29, following the 12:30pm
Mass.

THE CHURCH ALIVE!
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St. Joseph Day of Prayer

The Catholic Men’s Fellowship invites everyone to
join them for a day of Prayer and Adoration on
Saturday, March 21, from 8:10am-4:30pm. The day
will begin with Morning Prayer at 8:10am followed by
Mass at 8:30am, and includes Eucharistic Adoration,
Rosary, Liturgy of the Hours, Litany of St. Joseph,
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and Benediction. For more
information or a complete schedule of the day,
contact Ed Corbett at 724-942-6429 or by e-mail at
Eccorbett@verizon.net.

CMF Conference

Join 1700 men of our Diocese at the 2009 Gathering
of Catholic Men on April 18, at the AJ Palumbo
Center, Duquesne University. There is a line-up of
outstanding and dynamic speakers, including Bishop
Zubik, TV and radio personalities Mike Clark and
Larry Richert, and many others, who will enlighten
men on how to “be transformed” with God in their
daily lives. Tickets are $35 for adults and $10 for
students, and includes bus transportation from SBA
and lunch. Tickets will be available after all Masses
next weekend in O’Brien Hall. Contact Ed Corbett,
724-942-6429 or at Eccorbett@verizon.net.

Parish Trip to Italy

We still have room to take a few more travelers on
our parish pilgrimage to the shrines of St. Benedict
and a visit to the Tuscan countryside in October. Fr.
Sam will serve as spiritual guide for this trip which
includes round trip airfare from Pittsburgh on Delta,
accommodations for four nights at a Tuscan villa in
Montepulciano, outside of Siena, four nights at the
Hotel Cicerone near the Vatican in Rome, and one
night in Norcia, the hometown of St. Benedict. A tour
escort will be provided for the entire trip and Mass
will be celebrated in various churches and shrines
along the way. In addition to a buffet breakfast daily,
one other large meal is included as well as local
guides, entrances to museums, wine tastings, and tips
at restaurants and hotels. The cost of the trip is
$3698, not including tax and fuel surcharge. A
deposit of $500 made out to “The Renaissance
Group” will hold your reservation. Day trips along the
way include the cities of Siena, Lucca, Florence,
Perugia, and Cascia. The group will attend the papal
audience on Wednesday, October 28, and a visit to
the Abbey of Montecassino where St. Benedict lived
as abbot is also part of the pilgrimage. Dates of the
trip are Tuesday, October 20, returning Friday,
October 30. More information including a brochure
is available at the parish office.
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*. This Week In Our Parish

Sunday, March 15
Abbey Coffee House Open after
7:30 & 10:00 Masses

8:40a Religious Education Session
11:10a Religious Education Session
7:00p Youth Ministry Teen Night (PBAC)
Monday, March 16
7:00p Aerobics (PBAC)
7:00p Catholic Scripture Study (208)
7:00p Theology of the Body (YM)
Tuesday, March 17
8:30a Special Needs Children (213)
9:15a Catholic Scripture Study (204-208)
3:00p Deanery Meeting (OBH)
3:00p Youth Ministry—Busted Halo  (PBAC)
6:00p Religious Education Session
7:00p Lenten Penance Service (Church)
7:00p Contemporary Choir (Choir)
Wednesday, March 18
12:00p AA (208)
6:00p Religious Education Session
6:30p Confessions (Church)
7:00p Teaching Mass (Church)
7:30p Tae Kwon Do (OBH)
7:30p St. Vincent de Paul (206)
Thursday, March 19
9:30a WOSB Board Meeting (204)
9:30a Light Weigh (206)
12:00p NA (206)
6:00p Aerobics (PBAC)
6:30p RCIA (204)
7:30p Boy Scouts Troop 1313 (PBAC
7:30p Adult Choir (Choir)
7:30p Youth Council Meeting (208)
7:30p St. Benedict Gardeners Mtg. (213)
Friday, March 20
8:30a Special Needs Children (213)
9:00a Lenten Breakfast & Discussion (OBH)
9:30a Prayer and Share Group (Cry Rm)

Lenten Fish Fry 11:00am-1pm & 4:00pm-7:30pm

7:45p Stations of the Cross (Church)
Saturday, March 21
8:10a CMF—Day of Prayer (Chapel)
9:00a Aerobics (PBAC)
11:00a Confessions (Church)

Sunday, March 22
Abbey Coffee House Open after
7:30 & 10:00 Mass

8:40a Religious Education Session
11:10a Religious Education Session
7:00p Youth Ministry Teen Night (PBAC)

Need confidential assistance? Companionship and
understanding for a difficult time? Stephen Ministers
are here to help you. Call 724-941-5026.

— Prefer Nothing to Christ —
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Abbey Coffee House
Ellie Puskarich
724-941-4686

Altar Servers
Kathleen Bench
724-942-0338

Ben’s Men
Ernie Sichi
724-916-4595

Boy Scouts
Kevin Dolinar
724-942-0388

Cantors, Choirs,

Bell Ringers
Greg Fincham
724-941-9406

Catholic Men’s Fellowship
Ed Corbett
724-942-6429

Catholic Scripture Study
Tara Curry
724-942-7539

Elijah Cup
Carlotta Zuback
724-941-5758

Engaged Couples’ Program
Ed & Mary Lou Fraticelli
724-941-4230

Eucharistic Adoration
Mary Ann Campbell
724-941-4297

Extraordinary Ministers
Jack McGinnis
724-941-4213

Finance Council
chair vacant

Food Bank
Susan Brooks
724-942-4287

Funeral Repast
Mary Kay Schaner
724-941-5147

Funeral Server
Dick Gawronski
724-873-7911

Greeters
Erma Grego
724-941-6956
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TO GET INVOLVED, CALL. ..

IHN
Mary Spinabelli
724-942-2478
Lectors
Dawn Pustay
724-942-2451
Library
Ellen Mavrich
724-941-2446
Liturgical Environment
Emma Diamond
724-941-8315
Military Support
Jamie Christopher
724-747-9396
Ministry to the Sick
Barb Scheuering
724-941-9104
MOMS
Kathleen Chaudhari
724-941-8546
Pastoral Council
Aimee Schmidt
724-941-7046

Respect Life Committee
Beth Quinn
724-942-1057

Stephen Ministry
Jay Jarrell
724-941-5026

St. Benedict Gardeners
Linda Maydak
724-941-3123

St. Vincent de Paul
724-941-9406 (office)

Ushers
Don Ligman
724-941-5938

Wedding Coordinators
Lois McCloskey
724-941-6879

Women of St. Benedict
Nancy Huffner
724-941-6805

Youth Council
Sheila Arcuri
724-942-6431



