ST. BENEDICT THE ABBOT

Fithor S o Fonwrn

oday our RCIA catechumens and candidates

will present themselves before Bishop Zubik

at St. Paul Cathedral for what is known as the
Rite of Election. In this ceremony, the bishop will
acknowledge all those from around the diocese who
are preparing for the Easter sacraments. The
catechumens will now be known as the Elect, as
they enter the final part of the journey to baptism,
and the candidates are called to continuing
conversion in these last weeks of their preparation.

For those of us already baptized, that call to continue
on the path of conversion happens every Lent. As we
listen to the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus, we
are drawn into the mystery of God’s revelation to us.
How does God show Himself? From my first course
in theology so many years ago, the notion of
revelation was foundational to understanding the
relationship we have with God. God is revealed in a
variety of ways to us throughout our lives. As Church
we believe that the major source of revelation is
Scripture and Tradition. All that has been handed
down to us in the written word of God as well as in
the teachings of the apostles and those early Fathers
of the Church we consider the font of revelation.

Of course, we can see God revealed in the beauty of
nature and in people and in all creation too. Jesus
provided for us who would follow the call to
discipleship by giving us the sources of revelation
that allow us to ponder and treasure our identity in
Christ as beloved daughters and sons of God. The
only Son of God sacrificed for us is foreshadowed in
the reading about Abraham’s willingness to lose his
son, Isaac. Human sacrifice was an acceptable part
of cult worship in the time of Abraham, so the moral
of the story comes when Isaac is saved from the
knife, and we see that God does not want humans to
offer one another. Yet, in Jesus, the perfect human
was offered for our offenses.

The self-offering of Jesus provides a model for us.
How can we be selfless and think first of others?
What ways can we lay down our lives? The Letter to
the Romans today has these wondrous words, He
who did not spare his own Son but handed him over
for us all. Bishop Zubik’s latest pastoral letter is
about sharing. Christians give. It's that simple. We
give because God gave first. Not only from our
treasure but from our precious time and our gifts are
we asked to share. Think about how and what you
share this week as Lent continues to call us to
conversion of heart and transformation of life.

ap
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Don’t forget our Lenten Mission begins on
March 28/29 with Fr. Patrick Collins preaching at
every weekend Mass. For the schedule, see page 2.

Holy Week begins Sunday, April 5. Our principal
Mass on Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) will be the
12:30pm. We are going to process from O'Brien Hall
to the church as the liturgical instructions ask. Our
ushers will direct worshipers to go to the hall for the
introductory rites, and together we will “go to
Jerusalem” like the crowds who welcomed Jesus into
his own city. Those unable to ambulate may go
directly to the church and find a seat, but all who can
should join in the procession. The other Masses for
Palm Sunday will begin with the solemn entrance.
N.B. There will be no 6:00pm Mass that
Sunday.

Mass Intentions: Mar. 8—Mar. 15

Sunday, March 8—Second Sunday of Lent

7:30a Bruno Menozzi (Rick & Michelle Menozzi)
10:00a Priscilla Bayer
(George, Mary Lou & Mary Ellen Frost)
12:30p David John Sunseri (Val & Beth Bianco)
6:00p Aurora Nunez (Dottie Capozza)

Monday, March 9—L enten Weekday
8:30a Bill Lauth (Mary Stewart)

Tuesday, March 10—Lenten Weekday

6:30a Stephanie Janulewicz (Dee Petricca)
8:30a Alex Dellana (Wife)
11:00a McMurray Hills:

Deceased Members of the Hudak Family

Wednesday, March 11—L enten Weekday
6:30a Mary Catherine Quarture (Children)
8:30a Albert & Florence Eustis (Merridy Greenlief)
7:00p Sylvia Reuberto (MacKay Family)

Thursday, March 12—L enten Weekday
6:30a Elizabeth Gerba (Patricia Fink)
8:30a Joseph Klimek (Allen & Ondrea Barnes)

Friday, March 13—Lenten Weekday
8:30a Mary Bonenberger (Jean Cason)

Saturday, March 14—L enten Weekday
8:30a Lawrence Pfeifer (Pfeifer Family)
5:00p Capt. Patrick Onderko

(Onderko & Cortese Families)

Sunday, March 15—Third Sunday of Lent

7:30a For the People of the Parish

10:00a Fred Smith (The Watson Family)

12:30p Michael DiTurno (Richard & Monica Mahla)
6:00p Ron Opferman (Opferman Family)

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in memory of Deceased Family & Friends,
requested by Mary “Judy” Stewart and
the Bread & Wine is in memory of Sis Roberto,
requested by the Clark Family.
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Pastoral Staff

Lay Ecclesial Ministers

Michael Benya, Business & Facilities Manager—Ext. 201
Gregory Fincham, Director of Music & Liturgy—Ext. 304
Dennis Gehrlein, Pastoral Associate—Ext. 206

Janet Roberto, Youth Ministry Director—Ext. 234
Colette Speca, Director of Religious Education—Ext. 205

Parish Staff
Mary Ann Bitters, Parish Secretary—Ext. 200
Rachelle Buynak, Religious Ed. Secretary—Ext. 208
Justin Cumer, Maintenance—Ext. 200
Shirley Jacobs, Administrative Assistant—Ext. 202
Beverly Jurcic, Director

St. Benedict’s Preschool—724-731-0222
Cathy Malencia, Formation Coordinator—Ext. 209
Elaine Motyl, Youth Ministry Assistant—EXxt. 234
Dave Murtaugh, Maintenance—Ext. 200
Kathy Pfeifer, Communications—Ext. 200
John Risher, Weekend Maintenance—Ext. 200
Kevin Wolford, Maintenance Supervisor—Ext. 200

* Religious Education/Youth Ministry—724-941-9587
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Serving the Parish Next Weekend:
Mar. 14—Mar. 15

Sat. 5:00pm— Fr. Esposito, Deacon Layton

Lectors: Hruby, Brugger Greeters: Patnesky, Tatman
EMHC: Scheuering, G & P Adams, Norton, Ligman, Milavec,
Mertens, Greenwald, Getto Servers: Peterson, Meyers, Byrne,
Getto, Brugger

7:30am— Fr. Esposito

Lector: Wanninger Greeters: Turchick, Henger, Barker,
Boston EMHC: Kail, Puskarich, Gavran, Hollot, S & J
Christopher, Wanninger Servers: E, M & E Jozwiak

10:00am— Fr. Ruffalo

Lectors: Auer, Wells Greeters: Oberschelp, Stewart EMHC:
Glod, Ruggieri, Capozza, Gaudy, Schultz, Davis, Stein,
McGovern Servers: Wisniewski, C & A Mavrich, G & M
Oberschelp

12:30pm— Fr. Ruffalo

Lector: McPoyle Greeters: McDonnell, Ragan EMHC:
Daley, Herald, L & K Newmaster, Baits, Hayward, Black
Servers: D DeRienzo, S & S Luzier

6:00pm— Fr. Ruffalo
Lector: C Schratz, Dorman EMHC: J & S Brooks, Eckels, M.
Locke Servers: D Schratz, Eckels

Readings for the Week of March 8

Sunday: Gn 22:1-2,9a,10-13,15-18/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-
10

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38

Tuesday: Is 1:10,16-20/Mt 23:1-12

Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28

Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31

Friday: Gn 37:3-4,12-13a,17b-28a/Mt 21:33-43,45-46

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15,18-20/Lk 15:1-3,11-32

Next Sunday: Ex 20:1-17/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25

Lenten Mission Week

March 28/29, Fr. Collins will preach at all weekend
Masses. He’ll meet with our parish lectors following
the 5:00pm Mass and the 12:30pm Mass.

Monday, March 30—Thursday, April 2, Father will
celebrate and preach at the 8:30am Mass, speaking
about our baptism and the Body of Christ.

Monday, March 30, 7:00pm, Spiritual Concert “The
Meaning of Human Love: the faces of family and
friends”.

Tuesday, March 31, 10:30am, “Where do | Fit in?” an
informal gathering with coffee and discussion;
7:00pm, Spiritual Concert, “Loving the World: the
faces of strangers”.

Wednesday, April 1, 7:00pm, Fr. Collins will preach
at the Lenten evening Mass, followed by an informal
gathering for questions about Catholic faith today.

Thursday, April 2, 7:00pm, Closing prayer service
and Spiritual Concert “The Spirituality of Thomas
Merton: loving our own faces”.

Holy Week Ministry Sign-Up

Please return this completed form
before March 25
to offer your services for the listed liturgies;
ushers are scheduled directly with Don Ligman.

Palm Sunday: 5:00pm 7:30 10:00 12:30
Greeter EMHC Altar Server

Lector

There is no 6:00pm Mass on Palm Sunday
Holy Thursday, 7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Lector Greeter EMHC Altar Server

Good Friday, 1:30pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

Lector Greeter EMHC Altar Server

Holy Saturday, 8:30pm The Great Vigil of Easter

Lector Greeter EMHC Altar Server
Easter Sunday: 7:30 10:00 12:30
Lector Greeter EMHC Altar Server

There is no 6:00pm Mass on Easter Sunday

Name(s)
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Children’s Choir

This year the Children’s Choir will sing at the
10:00am Easter morning Mass. Rehearsals will be on
the following Thursdays from 4:30-5:30pm in the
Choir Room: March 26, April 2 & 19. The Children’s
Choir is open to those in the 2nd grade or older.
Please call Greg Fincham at 724-941-9406 Ext. 304 if
you need more information.

Youth Handbell Choir

The Youth Handbell Choir will be ringing at the
10:00am Easter morning Mass. Rehearsals will be on
the following Saturday mornings from 9:00-10:00am
in the Choir Room: March 21 & 28, and April 4 & 11.
Those interested must be in the 5th grade or older
and be able to read music. There are a limited
number of positions to be filled. Previous members
are given preference and others are added in the
order in which they contacted the Music Director.
Please call Greg at 724-941-9406 Ext. 304 for more
information or to express interest.

Parish Penance Service

Mark your calendars now to join Bishop David Zubik
on Tuesday, March 17, at 7:00pm for our annual
Lenten Penance Service. Multiple confessors, as well
as our bishop will be available to hear your confession
before Easter. Lent is the perfect time to celebrate
this sacrament. All Catholics are encouraged to make
a good confession during the Lenten season, even if
they are not aware of any serious sins. Other times for
the sacrament include our regular Wednesday time,
6:30pm, and Saturday mornings at 11:00.

Ben’s Men Lenten Fish Fry

Come Back For More!! Ben’s Men invites you to
our third Friday Fish Fry from 4:00pm to 7:30pm.
We will be serving our delicious fish dinners (Adult
$7.50/Child $5.00), fish sandwiches ($5.50), Fr.
Sam’s famous Italian pizza ($6.00/pie or $1.00/
slice), and Benny’s Clam Chowder ($2.50). For
dinner, eat in or take out. Crafts and movies for the
kids too!

Once again, we will have our Friday Fish Fry
Lunch, which includes a fried fish sandwich,
coleslaw, and french fries for $6.50. Our lunch will be
eat-in or take-out and will be served from 11:00am
-1:00pm.

Hotline for Victims of Sexual Abuse
412-456-3060 or 1-888-808-1235

MC MURRAY, PA

Youth Ministry News

Diocesan Spring Retreat
for High School Students

Share the Good News and BE the Good News through
your relationships 1) with God, 2) with oneself, and 3)
with others. Join other high school students in our
diocese for a time of prayer, play, and food/fellowship
to provide opportunities to encounter God’s love in
the presence of the Risen Christ. The Spring Retreat
entitled “Positively Dangerous”, Live Loud, Be Real,
Change the World, begins on April 24, at 6:00pm and
ends April 26, at 11:00am at Gilmary Catholic Retreat
Center, Coraopolis. The cost is $75 per person. To
register, contact Janet, ext 234, in the Youth Ministry
Office by April 1. Space is limited, so call now to
reserve your spot. For more information, please
contact Gary Roney at groney@diopitt.org, or 412-
456-3140.

Youth Ministry Calendar
Mar. 8—Mar. 15

Mar. 8, 7:00pm (PBAC) - Youth Teen Night
Mar. 9, 7:00pm (PBAC) - Theology of the Body
Mar. 10, 3:00-4:00pm (PBAC) - Busted Halo
Mar. 15, 7:00pm (PBAC) - Youth Teen Night

IHN Thank You

Thank you to all volunteers who helped with IHN in
February! We hosted one family who really
appreciated all the meals, hospitality, lodging,
driving, pantry, laundry and facilities help for the
week. It takes many hands to make this ministry
work. Would you like to help? St. Ben’s will host
again on May 31-June 6. For more information, call
724-942-2478 or mail pchefmary@hotmail.com.

February Baptisms

Please welcome to our faith family Lyla Grace,
daughter of Thomas & Tracy Ostrowski, Reagan
Marie, daughter of Scott & Mara Fisher, Jameson
Patrick, son of Bryan & Jaime O’Neill, Cailin Ann,
daughter of Eric & Michelle Martin, Crosby
Theodore, son of Christopher & Colleen Pinelli,
Max Brennan, son of Michael & Laura Devine,
Brynn Rylyn and Ryan Michael, daughter & son
of Michael & Tara Mey, and Nina Drew, daughter of
Drew & Jacqueline Algeo, who were recently
baptized. May they grow in wisdom, age and grace.
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Question of the Week

Why does the Church begin Lent with ashes?

Lesson of the Week

How are Mass Intentions handled?

The universal law of the Roman Catholic Church in
the Code of Canon Law includes these canons
about Mass intentions:

#945 In accordance with the approved
custom of the Church, any priest who celebrates or
concelebrates a Mass may accept an offering to
apply the Mass for a specific intention.

#951, #1 A priest who celebrates a number of
Masses on the same day may apply each Mass for
the intention for which an offering was made,
subject however to the rule that, apart from
Christmas Day, he may retain for himself the
offering for only one Mass; the others he is to
transmit to purposes prescribed by the Ordinary.

#953 No one may accept more offerings for
Masses to be celebrated by himself that he can
discharge within a year.

Another of the canons not quoted above makes it
clear that Mass intentions are not “sold.” This is
because it is simony to sell things we consider sacred
such as the sacraments. While a parish may have a
donation suggested for the Mass—in the Diocese of
Pittsburgh it is $10—those who cannot afford that
donation are still able to request a Mass for their
intentions and give what they can afford. Since we
believe the Mass is the sacrifice of Jesus wherein we
enter the mystery of his dying and rising, those who
request an intention, like all the faithful who come to
worship, join their own intention to that sacrifice. We
cannot “buy” a Mass. This is important to understand
because sometimes those requesting the Mass might
wonder why an intention is not announced, or
included for example, in the General Intercessions.
While the intention of the priest is specified, each
person who attends the celebration brings his or her
own personal intention, so the offering is made for all
those present, not only for the one providing the
priest’s intention. We can’t say, “this is my mother’s
Mass,” for example, since multiple intentions come
from many worshippers. Better to say, “my mother is
being remembered in a special way at this Mass.” In
our diocese, the stipends from a priest’s second or
third (on Sunday) Mass of the day are sent to our
seminary for the formation of future priests. Also, as
indicated above, a pastor has to carefully watch that a
parish only take as many intentions as can be fulfilled
by the clergy in one year’s time. That's why we had to
limit the number of intentions we could accept when
the Mass Book was opened.
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Eternal Rest Grant Unto Them

Please remember in your prayers Robert G.
Gawronski, brother of our parishioner Dick
Gawronski, Jacqueline Villani, and our
parishioner Patricia Reid, who died recently. May
their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

Lenten Breakfast

Through the generosity of Ben’s Men, we’re inviting
you to a Lenten breakfast and discussion on Friday,
March 20, following the 8:30am Mass. Fr. Sam will
speak about some of the aspects of Holy Week and
the Triduum and field questions about the customs
and traditions surrounding this sacred time. We'll
enjoy a simple breakfast in O’'Brien Hall, courtesy of
the men’s group. RSVP to the office by March 13
to reserve your spot!

Attention Lectors

As part of our Lenten Mission, Fr. Patrick Collins has
asked to meet with those who serve in the ministry of
reader. The proclamation of the Word of God is such
a vital part of every worship service that the Church
asks those who perform this ministry to continue in
their ongoing formation. Father Collins has two times
he can meet with our lectors. There is only need to
attend one of the two sessions. The first is Saturday,
March 28, following the 5:00pm Mass and the second
is Sunday, March 29, following the 12:30pm Mass.

A Day for Women

All women of the parish are invited to a Recollection
Day on Thursday, March 12, beginning with Mass at
10:00am in the Chapel with Fr. Donald Chortos, a
retired priest of our diocese, celebrating. Father
Chortos will be available for the sacrament of
reconciliation after the Mass. A hot buffet lunch
provided by Gretchen’s Good Eats, Inc. will follow,
along with a presentation by Fr. Chortos on the
Shroud of Turin. Child care will be provided so all
stay at home moms can enjoy this Lenten
opportunity. Reservations are required for the lunch.
You are asked to reserve your spot before Friday,
March 6. The cost is $10 and forms can be found in
the church narthex . The forms and your check made
out to Women of St. Benedict can be returned to the
parish office. Call Kaye Ott at 724-745-9020 if you
have any questions about the day.

Need confidential assistance? Companionship and
understanding for a difficult time? Stephen Ministers
are here to help you. Call 724-941-5026.

THE CHURCH ALIVE!
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Men’s Retreat 2009

Forty men from our parish gained a deeper sense of
the traditions of our faith at the recent Men’s Retreat.
Special thanks to Fr. Sam and Fr. Michael who did a
fantastic job of teaching and inspiring our group. The
retreat included Mass, reconciliation, the rosary,
Eucharistic Adoration and time for fellowship. Ben’s
Men sponsors the retreat every year. Consider joining
us next year.

Passion Play

Although this is an off year for the Passion play at St.
Benedict, other area churches will be offering this
inspirational event. They include St. Alphonsus in
Wexford on April 3 & 4, St. Margaret Mary in Moon
Twp. on April 6 & 7, and a combined cast from these
churches will perform at Holy Trinity in Moon Twp.
on March 29. All those familiar with the play at St.
Benedict have been invited to join as townspeople
and choral members for the performance at Holy
Trinity. Participants will be requested to attend two
rehearsals. For rehearsal dates and other
information, contact Bill or Karen Groll at 724-941-
3801, or e-mail to grollhouse@comcast.net.

Evening of Reflection for
Separated or Divorced

The semi-annual Evening of Reflection for those who
are Separated or Divorced, sponsored by the Office of
Family Life and Catechesis of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh, will be offered on March 25, from 7-9pm
at St. Paul Seminary (Domenec Hall), Crafton. The
presenter will be Fr. Eugene Lauer, a priest in the
Pittsburgh Diocese, and the topic will be
“Unanswered Prayers: An Ongoing Christian
Mystery.” There is no charge, but a free will offering
will be accepted. For further information call 412-456
-3160 or www.familylife@diopitt.org.

EXPLORE!

The Sisters of St. Joseph are hosting an EXPLORE!
Gathering for 8th grade and high school girls who
would like to learn more about the life of a Sister.
EXPLORE! will be held on March 15 from 10:00am
until 4:00pm at St. Joseph Convent in Baden. The
program will include Liturgy, brunch and a tour of
the Motherhouse. There is no fee for the program,
and parents and teachers are welcome to attend. For
more information or to register, contact Sister
Marguerite Kropinak at 724-869-6585. (Visit our
website at www.stjoseph-baden.org)
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“. This Week In Our Parish

Sunday, March 8
Abbey Coffee House Open after
7:30 & 10:00 Masses

8:40a Religious Education Session
11:10a Religious Education Session
1:00p Pre-Marriage Class (210)
5:00p RCIA Dinner (OBH)
7:00p Youth Ministry Teen Night (PBAC)
Monday, March 9
6:00p Ben’s Men Rosary (208)
6:30p Ben’s Men Meeting (OBH)
7:00p Aerobics (PBAC)
7:00p Catholic Scripture Study (208)
7:00p Theology of the Body (YM)
Tuesday, March 10
8:30a Special Needs Children (213)
9:15a Catholic Scripture Study (210-213)
3:00p Youth Ministry—Busted Halo  (YM)
4:30p Girl Scouts (213)
6:00p Religious Education Session
7:00p Contemporary Choir (Choir)
7:30p Lenten Adult Class (204)
Wednesday, March 11
12:00p AA (208)
6:00p Religious Education Session
6:30p Confessions (Church)
7:30p Tae Kwon Do (OBH)
7:30p St. Vincent de Paul (206)
Thursday, March 12
9:00a WOSB Day of Recollection (OBH)
9:30a Light Weigh (206)
12:00p NA (206)
6:00p Aerobics (PBAC)
6:30p RCIA (204)
7:00p Girl Scouts (210)
7:30p Boy Scouts Troop 1313 (PBAC
7:30p Adult Choir (Choir)
Friday., March 13
8:30a Special Needs Children (213)
9:30a Prayer and Share Group (Cry Rm)

Lenten Fish Fry 11:00am-1pm & 4:00pm-7:30pm

7:45p Stations of the Cross (Church)
Saturday, March 14

7:30a Catholic Men’s Fellowship (206)

9:00a Aerobics (PBAC)

10:00a Confirmation Parents Mtg. (Chapel)

11:00a Confessions (Church)

Sunday, March 15
Abbey Coffee House Open after
7:30 & 10:00 Mass

8:40a Religious Education Session
11:10a Religious Education Session
7:00p Youth Ministry Teen Night (PBAC)

Relevant Radio is an all-Catholic Radio Station.
It can be found at 1590am—WZUM
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Abbey Coffee House
Ellie Puskarich
724-941-4686

Altar Servers
Kathleen Bench
724-942-0338

Ben’s Men
Ernie Sichi
724-916-4595

Boy Scouts
Kevin Dolinar
724-942-0388

Cantors, Choirs,

Bell Ringers
Greg Fincham
724-941-9406

Catholic Men’s Fellowship
Ed Corbett
724-942-6429

Catholic Scripture Study
Tara Curry
724-942-7539

Elijah Cup
Carlotta Zuback
724-941-5758

Engaged Couples’ Program
Ed & Mary Lou Fraticelli
724-941-4230

Eucharistic Adoration
Mary Ann Campbell
724-941-4297

Eucharistic Ministers
Jack McGinnis
724-941-4213

Finance Council
Jeff Lioon
724-941-4908

Food Bank
Susan Brooks
724-942-4287

Funeral Repast
Mary Kay Schaner
724-941-5147

Funeral Server
Dick Gawronski
724-873-7911

Greeters
Erma Grego
724-941-6956
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TO GET INVOLVED, CALL. ..

IHN
Mary Spinabelli
724-942-2478
Lectors
Dawn Pustay
724-942-2451
Library
Ellen Mavrich
724-941-2446
Liturgical Environment
Emma Diamond
724-941-8315
Military Support
Jamie Christopher
724-747-9396
Ministry to the Sick
Barb Scheuering
724-941-9104
MOMS
Kathleen Chaudhari
724-941-8546
Pastoral Council
Aimee Schmidt
724-941-7046

Respect Life
Beth Quinn
724-942-1057
Stephen Ministry
Jay Jarrell
724-941-5026
St. Benedict Gardeners
Linda Maydak
724-941-3123
St. Vincent de Paul
Please call parish office
724-941-9406
Ushers
Don Ligman
724-941-5938
Vocations Council
Bill Barker
724-941-1359
Wedding Coordinators
Lois McCloskey
724-941-6879
Women of St. Benedict
Nancy Huffner
724-941-6805



